Official newsletter for the Massachusetts Women of Today

Chapters: Bellingham, Easton, Chelmsford, Mansfield, Greater Bridgewater,
Greater Attleboro




MAWT Newsletter Editor Page 2-3
MAWT President Page 4-5
MAWT Programming VP Page 6
MAWT Historian Page 7
MAWT Membership VP Page 8
MAWT Secretary Page 9
Chapter Updates:
Easton Page 10
Greater Bridgewater Page 11-12
Bellingham Page 13-14
Chelmsford Page 15-16
Mansfield Page 17-18
MSPCC Update Page 19
October State Meeting: Page 20
Massachusetts Chapter Meetings Details Page 21

Welcome to the New Year! | am your new MAWT Newsletter Editor and am looking
forward to keeping you up to date and in touch with all of the latest and greatest going
on in the Massachusetts Chapters. To achieve this | have given myself a goal and motto
as your State Newsletter Editor

| will need everyone’s help to meet this goal as it is your
r‘ = that will make each Newsletter a success!

As mentioned in my email to several of you | want the newsletters

— to be Think of these 3 words as
@ U ) you prepare to submit future newsletter articles.

Remember there is no news that is too big or too small to be
shared. This is our way to keep in touch with one another’s
Chapters.



To help you plan your submissions below is the schedule for the year
ahead:

Enjoy this edition of the MAWT newsletter, there are amazing articles and fabulous
events going on throughout the state. Thank you all for making the first newsletter

Looking forward to the next Newsletter so do not forget ...........

Cheers!

Diana Bren

MAWOT Newsletter Editor
Diana.bren@yahoo.com




Hello Divas,

| am Lucy Kelliher, member of the Mansfield Women of Today
and honored to be serving as your State President for the
2011-2012 year.

My theme is: Divas Giving with Style: because giving back is
always “in”. I've been to chapter and national meetings and
know we live up to this fabulous theme!

Pat Fern, our National USWT President has also selected a fitting theme: Building Our
Future.

Year-End Convention in Pittsburgh, PA was a lot of fun, and most importantly very
productive. The programming area has undergone a complete makeover and we have
rolled out the new programs. You will be hearing more about these from the Program
Manager, and your local officers.

We all recognize the importance of setting goals —if you don’t, how do you know what
you have accomplished? How can you get credit for all the good you have done?
Keeping in mind that goals need to be SMART: Specific, Measurable, Attainable,
Realistic, Timely

Here are my goals for this year:

100% Chapter Retention

100% Membership Retention

Membership growth of base +18

4 visits to each chapter

increase attendance at State Meetings by 10%

submit 3 articles to the Today’s Leader

50 Certifications: 5 Health & Wellness, 6 Personal Development, 18 Step 1, 6 Step
2, 6 Step 3, 3 Step 4, 6 Outstanding Achievement in Programming

12 Domestic Violence Awareness Transmittal forms -2 from each chapter



These goals can only be achieved if we all work together. Thank you to those members
who have taken on a position on the National, State, and Chapter level.

State Meetings: Our first state meeting will be on Saturday, October 15, 2011 the
registration is in this newsletter, be sure to register as soon as possible for this stylish
event.

Thank you Greater Attleboro for hosting us!

Warmest,

Divas Giving with Style:
because giving back,

is always “in”




Hi, my name is Kathy Simmons and this year | will be serving as
Programming Vice President for Massachusetts. Since we do
not have program managers for Personal Development (PD),
Health & Wellness (H&W), STEP or Domestic Violence
Awareness (DVA) as yet, they will be under my area as well.

| am going to do my best to be sure that everyone has any
materials or information they may need to promote each of
these programs.

On the personal side, my husband Don and | celebrated 37 blissful years of marriage on
August 17, 2011.

We live in Chelmsford, Massachusetts with our little dog, Nikki (who thinks she is a royal
princess). We have two grown children; our son Cory, his wife Melissa and their 2 %2
year old daughter, Ashlyn live in NH, 38 miles north of us and our daughter Kristy (also
a member) lives in Chelsea, MA, 38 miles south of us, with Norman and their 2
daughters, Mikayla 5 %2 yrs. and Amanda, 2 %2 years old.

At this moment | am supposed to be searching for a new job as my old one sold to a
California company and they brought everything home to their headquarters. Truthfully |
am enjoying a slightly extended vacation but know that it will come to an end very soon.

| look forward to working with all of you! Let me know what | can do to help you promote
the programming areas in Massachusetts. My home number is 978-256-859, Cell
number 978-866-4522 and my email is kdsimmons2@comcast.net .

Kathy Simmons

MAWT Programming Vice President
Home phone 978-256-8592

Email: kdsimmons2@comcast.net




Hi Everyone,

My name is Dee Clark and | am your state Historian this year. This is my third time in
this position and | enjoy seeing all the wonderful things each chapter is doing. But |
won't know, and neither will other chapters, if you don’t send me your information!

It is so much fun to look back in the photo albums and see
ourselves years ago. Is that Joanne in the hula skirt or
Julie in a nun’s habit? It is also a good way to get ideas
for projects your chapter might try. My goal this year is to
contact each chapter to receive photos and write-ups on
their projects.

You can mail, email, or hand them to me in person. My email is
joedeel986@verizon.net and my mail address is 8 Pony Court, Bellingham, MA 02019.
Julie Hutchinson and Sue Beattie are members of the Bellingham Women of today and
can pass info on to me if you see them at state meetings and | am not there.

Remember, our memories connect our past, present and future.

Dee Clark
Historian
BWOT



| am excited to return to the MAWT State Board in the capacity of your Membership VP
for 2011 — 2012. Most of you have seen me around in one capacity or another and for
those of you that | haven’t met yet — | hope to see you at the chapter GM’s.

| have been a member of the Bellingham Chapter for over 20 years and have enjoyed
meeting veteran and new members throughout the state. It is so important to
reach out and maintain that personal contact with our members — meeting and
making new friends. This year | would like to extend an invitation and challenge to
all Massachusetts Women of Today to join the “Dream Team” tour. | am going to
be visiting each of the chapters and would love to have another member or
members tag along or arrange for a visit on your own. Perhaps you would like to
invite another chapter to one of your projects or socials — what a way to get to
know your fellow teammates! Exchanging ideas and giving support is a great way
to spread the excitement of being a Woman of Today.

You have all been drafted onto the “Dream” Team? Yes, each and every one of you is
a member of the Membership Dream Team. To achieve growth in our chapters and in
the state, each of you will have to walk the walk and talk the talk to make sure our team
remains strong and growing. | look forward to working with all of you in making sure our
team succeeds.

Julie Hutchinson
MAWT Membership VP
Teamwork makes the “Dream” work.
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Although I®e been a WOT member for more than ten years, 1®e done a lot of things
such as Public Relations, Chapter President, and Extension team for Greater Attleboro
and Greater Bridgewater. As your new state secretary, | will be trying this role for the
first time.

You know me as a member but let me share a few personal items with you. I@e been
married for 17 years to Dennis, work in administration at a law office, am 46 years old,
take beach vacations frequently, and want to retire soon so | can volunteer more.

Something youd probably never guess about me - - | love watching Leave It to Beaver,
Andy Griffith, | Love Lucy, Bonanza and don®get me started on Shirley Temple movies.

Getting down to business | have a number of goals for the upcoming year:

Take accurate minutes at MAWT meetings & ®

Publish the meeting minutes on time in the Calliope
Submit an award recognition
Keep a binder of finalized minutes for the 2011-2012 year
/L—Ck

Respond to request(s) from USWT in a timely fashion

Run a challenge for chapter secretaries

Visit every chapter at least once

Submit an article to each Chapter newsletter, Today® Leader, and for each
edition of Calliope

Let® make it cool to get the minutes of meetings down for the record and future
reference.

Please let me help you do the best in your role. Ask me any questions and please give
me tips to share with others.

Lisa Jessick

MAWT Secretary
LJ.ewot @ comcast.net
508-238-2531

70 King Arthur Road

N. Easton, MA 02356



It® been a good year and there® more to come. Most of the officers this year are the
same as last year and, boy, isn®that wonderful that women with experience want to
stay on. MAWT President Lucy thanked all when she kicked off the year by visiting our
chapter meeting in May. A new member joined, Hannah Cortese, and immediately

volunteered to be our Community
Liaison to read all the donation and
family in need requests and organize
their presentation at general meetings.

We started by Adopting a Troop,
collecting items from members, family,
and friends. EWOT paid for the
postage and sent THREE boxes of
puzzle books, mints, DVDs, dental
floss, gummy bears, and so much more
oversees. In June, we awarded $2,000
in scholarships to graduating High
School students thanks to presenter
Heather Edlund and her committee.
Member Luanne Radau continues to
collect used, broken, old cell phones.

They can be turned into a donation for our chapter. Also diligently continuing is member
Amy Morrison as she works on our

chapter® Facebook page. : : :
Pictured (I-r): Chapter President Peggy Flynn, Linda
We take a break over the summer Sturzenacker, Luanne Radau

months but already held two socials
thanks to hostesses Peggy Flynn and Heather Edlund.

We have a chapter full of great members and officers. Already planned is the annual
Duck Pond on October 2 co-chaired for the past several years by Ann Lally and Peggy
Flynn. The huge annual EWOT Holiday Breakfast chairperson will be Janice Nolen and
a large part is raffle baskets chaired by Donna Bishop. They both have several years of
experience and tremendous success. We are thrilled with these annual projects moving
forward with fabulous leadership.

Our meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:15 pm, 16 Belmont
Street, Easton. We welcome all to join us, see our group in action, and share ideas
from your experiences.

Lisa Jessick,
EWOT Secretary



What an exciting summer we are having here in the Greater Bridgewater area. So much

that has been accomplished with a great team of
women. Carrie Sheehan and Jenn Jule
holding, for the first time, their

gavel from USWT

First off our chapter just came official in May of this

year. Our first meeting was a group of only five curious
women who in the very first night some became Co-
Presidents - Carrie Sheehan and Jennifer Jule,
Treasurer - Lisa Curley, and Secretary - Jessica
Wainwright Doucette. We have grown in size so much
through the power of friendship to over 15 members in
just four months. Each member has a common thread
that brought them to this group - volunteer to make a
difference in someone else’'s life.

Example of this was
our first fundraiser in

just our fourth month. Leading this successful event in
just one month was Co-Chairs, Jill Hopkins and
Bernadette Reed. The team decided to raise money for
Supply Sacks, www.supplysacks.org. Supply Sacks
provides backpacks that includes basic everyday
necessities to children that enter into the foster care
system. Money was raised by organizing a
bake/lemonade sale at a local event at the Tri-Town
Masons in East Bridgewater. Many of the women in our
organization came forward to either bake, sell, or
donate time to prepare each and every dessert into
their own decorated bag. Greater Bridgewater is now

: proud to say that we will be able to donate a check for
Jenn Jule, Nicole $200.00 to Supply Sacks along with items being

Schneeweis, Karen donated by our ladies. - Great work to a powerful team.
Flanders at the bake sale




Last but certainly not least, Greater Bridgewater Women of Today has a new home at
Barrett® Alehouse located at 425 Bedford Street (Route 18) in Bridgewater. For the past
few months a few of our great ladies were nice enough to host a wonderful and exciting

meeting in their own homes.
Having these great locations for
past meetings allowed us to
launch our organization, have
dynamic brainstorming sessions
and multiply our membership.
But now that our team is
growing we need to move to a
more public location. Barrett®
has been generous to give their
private room over to us every
third Thursday of the month at
7:00pm. Everyone is most
welcome to join in our meetings
and Greater Bridgewater
Women of Today are looking
forward to meeting you soon.
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425 Bedford Street (Route 18) in Bridgewater.




My name is Sue Beattie and | am the Bellingham
chapter president for 2011-2012. | have been a
member of the Women of Today for over 20 years.
When | first joined WOT, | was self-conscious,
extremely shy (still shy-but not nearly as much), and
insecure. The WOT organization and its members gave
me the confidence to hold several different positions
during my tenure.

I've gone from a member to holding various local officer
positions to chapter president to various state officer
positions to state president and up to national positions.
| just love the fact that | can honestly tell people | have
friends throughout the United States. The Women of Today has also given me the
opportunity to travel to numerous states in our beautiful nation.

Of course, all this would not be possible without the support of my husband of almost 32
years, John. In April, our son Matthew will be getting married. Gosh, will my dream of
having grandchildren actually be realized?

My goals as chapter president this year include:

Increased attendance at General Membership Meetings

Build fellowship among members

Provide opportunities at each GM to certify in various programming areas
Stay motivated throughout the year

Keep members motivated

Well, that’s all for now. | must start putting my papers together and file them in an order
that | will be able to access quickly.

Your fellow Women of Today Diva,
Sue



psychic Connectiong

With Gary McKinstry
Psychic, Medium &Radio
Personality

Sponsored by:
Bellingham Women of Today

Gary has helped thousands
of people throughout his career,
connecting with loved ones here and on
the other side.

Comejoin us!!!

Friday, September 16, 2011.
Gary begins @ 7:00 p.m.
Primavera School
80 Harpin St
Bellingham, MA 02019

Seats: $20.00 in advance, $25.00 at the door .

Come early! Seatingislimited! Call Today!
Kathy 508-883-3229/Cel este 508-883-4842

Refreshments and Raffles:



We hope everyone has been enjoying their summer. Our 2011 —
2012 kicked off on a great note as eight of us attended the May
state meeting — with 4 first timers in attendance. Chelmsford
wrapped up their 2010 year with an end of year banquet and
awards at Melanie’s house and we had 18 members in
attendance. It was a night of great friends, food and recognition
for a very successful year. We recognized our state award
nominees and recipients and had a few fun awards — Spirit
Award - Dee, Super Saleswoman - Kristen, Rookie
Saleswoman — Sandy, Best New Project Idea — Christina.

In May, Kristen delivered the Mother’s Day gifts to the Alternative
House. There were over 20 moms and we wanted to be sure
they all had a little gift on Mother’'s Day. In May we kicked off

our ‘Secret Sister’ program. This is a voluntary program and it was coordinated by
Jessica. Everyone who chose to participate filled out an info form which included their
birthday month, interests, activities, favorite snacks and special facts about themselves.
It is a great way to build special friendships and get to know each other a little better. At
the June meeting, the person’s secret sister brought them a little special gift
anonymously. This will continue every month. In December we will reveal their secret

sister identity.

We had special guests at both our May and June monthly meetings.
In May, we presented the Alternative House with a $2500 check with
the proceeds from our bowlathon and raffle. Kathy Kelly, the director
accepted the donation and gave a wonderful talk about their history
and all of their current programs. She was thrilled to accept our

donation check.

Anne Malone from the MSPCC attended our June meeting where we presented the
check for $1030 from all of our chapters. We were very happy that our president, Lucy
was able to join us. Anne spoke about the programs at the MSPCC and was very

thankful for our donation.



Membership has been a big focus and congrats to Dee Miller our membership chair, as
we’ve signed a new member. Dee has a September membership social planned for
Friday, September 16th. Please let us know if you'd like to join us. On a special note,
we’d like to welcome Martha to our group.

Our July was ‘just ducky’ as we once again participated in Chelmsford’s 2 day July 4™
celebration with our Duck Pond. Thanks to Lucia and her team of volunteers as we
brought in close to $250 and had a lot of good publicity for our organization. We also
had some leads for new members as we distributed many brochures about our group at
the event.

On August 10™ we held our 2011 — 2012 wine, cheese and appetizer planning year
kickoff party. Again we had great attendance on a warm summer evening as 14
members attended. To support our national programming and in particular the
Health and Wellness initiative, we are dedicating the rest of August to a walking
challenge and asking everyone to log their miles or steps for the rest of the
month. We are hoping to have well over 150 miles tracked. @ We
discussed our overall calendar of events for the entire year and
have targeted dates for some of the key initiatives. We were
also very aware of the National Focus months and have been
planning additional functions to recognize those focus areas.
We have donated $260 to Our Father’'s House for the purchase
of two cribs, which is a shelter for unwed mothers. We are looking for our ways to
support them in the future.

flengier
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Some key events we are targeting in the next two months are: In September we will be
attending the Chelmsford’'s selectmen’s’ meeting which will be televised and

will talk about our group’s in conjunction with Women of Today Week and the

PR National focus month. The town presents us with a proclamation

declaring that it is National Women of Today week. We also have a Personal
Development night being planned in September. We are working on our

October plans to host our Food Pantry drive — thanks to Irene for offering to

chair the event. Kristen will be collecting and shopping for the Alternative

House Halloween party supplies which will be delivered on the 26" of

October. We are planning to kick-off our newest fundraiser, Boston Tea

Cakes, in mid — October with a planned delivery in time for Thanksgiving. Contact us if
you’'d like to purchase a few Thanksgiving gifts. They are delicious.

Best Regards,
Melanie



My name is Diana Bren and while writing my first article as President for the MWOT

Newsletter, | find myself reflecting on what an amazing organization we belong too. An
organization made up of talented and good natured
women who give selflessly of their time and energy for the
benefit of our community. | am so excited to be a part an
organization with such a rich 29 year history.

When | joined in January just a few months back, | was

eager to help in any way | could. | did not think | would be

elected president so quickly after joining and | am so

honored to now be in this position. | am confident this year

will be a success as | have an amazing e-board and
members who are supportive and welcoming. We have many events planned and
several yet to be.

As | continue to look at the year ahead, | keep coming back to the fact that | am both a
new member and president all at once. With this | find myself asking “What goals
should | have as President and newest member?” As | pondered over the goals |
needed to set, the largest goal | come back to is to learn and adhere to all Chapter,
State and National Rules. Therefore in this newsletter | share with you my to-do list that
will assist me achieving this large goal.

Project Books are very important of these books and my goal is to
ensure hours, attendance and details are organized and kept Up t0 [ & ="
date. This is important for all members new and old alike. f,,.-""'
Roberts Rules of Order — as a chapter we will work to adhere to ’r’

these at each meeting. For myself | need to learn these and
encourage others who are not familiar with them to do the same. For J /

those who have experience and know the “Rules of Order” review
them. | have begun following these at our last GM and will also provide
“Robert Rules” specifics to officers who need them as part of their
position.

Recently | learned of Emphasis months set by national. As a chapter we
have reviewed and will take into consideration how we can integrate these into
planned year.

Certifications — These can be fun and we will make them fun, | want to have
certification be a large focus this year




My motto for this year is Change, Grow, Motivate. | believe that these three words
certainly embody the WOT values. In each Newsletter | offer my thoughts on this motto
and how we can embrace it in our chapter. For example: How making changes in our
use of technology can assist in growing our membership and motivate others to share in
the values of our Organization

Change- Grow-Mot1y ale

As | am new to Woman of Today | have not met many of you
and would like to provide a bit of information about myself as a
way to introduce to myself in a more personal manner. | have
been married to my husband Ethan, for almost 2 years. We have
been in the Mansfield area for almost 3 years and hope to buy a
home in the near future.

| also love to shop and am a huge fan of shoes as they are my
downfall when | walk into a store. | certainly have a collection to
prove it and it has become quite the conversation piece with
many of my family and friends. My husband and his best friend
even made a jingle for my “Hobby”, perhaps | will entertain you

in the next newsletter.

| am looking forward to this year and we have my amazing events ahead, below are a
couple highlights:

Diane Corning, is our chairwomen of the Yankee Candle Catalog fundraiser,
these catalogs were distributed at our August GM and the fundraiser will end in
October so the items will be delivered before Thanksgiving.

Our chairwomen Ellen McGowan and Elizabeth Campbell are working diligently
toward securing homes for our Annual Holiday House Tour being held on Sunday
December 11™Mfrom 1-5pm, Save the Date and look for further detail in the next
Newsletter!

Mid-September we are planning a Ladies Golf Lesson at MBA Links in Norton.
This will be a group 1 hour session for those of us wanting to learn golf and have
some fun we will then go out for dinner and drinks.

Cheers to a Fabulous Year!

Your Friend and Mansfield Woman of Today President
Diana Bren

Diana.bren@yahoo.com
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The Massachusetts Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children (MSPCC) is our
Massachusetts Women of Today State designated Charity. In 2010 we voted it as our
three year charity and are now starting our second year of our commitment.

For the 2010 — 2011 calendar year our goal was to raise $1000 for this charity and we
surpassed that goal with a $1030 donation. Great job to all chapters! We'd like to
surpass that total for the 2011-2012 calendar year. Greater Attleboro is planning a
large yard sale with the majority of the proceeds designated to the MSPCC. Please
contact Corina if you have items to donate for their yard sale.

Anne Malone from the MSPCC was
presented the check from Melanie Kempton
and Lucy Kelliher at the Chelmsford June
Monthly meeting. She gave a very interesting
talk to the group about their programs. They
are currently updating their brochures and
these will be ready by September. Please let
Melanie know if you'd like some updated
materials for your fundraising events for the
MSPCC.

Melanie Kempton, Anne Malone of
MSPCC, Lucy Kelliher




October State Meeting:
Florence H. Sweet House, Greater Attleboro.
Details and registration forms




M assachusetts Chapter Meetings

Day/Date/Time/L ocation
2011 - 2012

GREATER ATTLEBORO
4™ Thursday of the month

Next meeting: September 9,
2011

Where: Attleboro Public library

Address; 74 Main St
Attleboro ma 02703

Time: 6:30pm

Contact:

Corina Bonenfant, President
27 O'Donnéll Drive
Attleboro, MA 02703
508-226-4429
Corina@bonzs.net

Cell 508-333-5583

GREATER BRIDGEWATER
3" Thursday of the month

Next meeting: September 15, 2011
Where: Barrett®Alehouse

Address. 425 Bedford Street (RT. 18)
Bridgewater, MA 02324

Time: 7 pm

Contact:

Carrie Sheehan, Co-President

50 Alexander Drive

Bridgewater, MA 02324

OR

Jennifer Willis-Jule, Co-President
PO Box 634

Raynham Center, MA 02324
jennjule@comcast.net

MANSFIELD
3" Monday of the Month

Next meeting: September 19,
2011

Where: HarborOne Credit Union
Address: 131 Copeland Drive
Mansfield, MA 02048

Time: 7:30 pm

Contact:

DianaBren, President
21 Pleasant St. Apt 2
Mansfield. MA 02048
(617) 899-3919
diana.bren@yahoo.com

BELLINGHAM
1% Monday of the Month

Next meeting: September 12,
2011

Where: Bellingham High
School

Address; 60 Blackstone Street

Belllingham, MA
02019

Time: 7:30 pm

Contact:

Sue Besttie, President

30 Brisson St

Bellingham, MA 02019
508-333-6403
sbeattie@regencytrans.com

CHELMSFORD

34 Tuesday of the month

Next meeting: September 20, 2011
Where: Chelmsford Public Library
Address: 25 Boston Road
Chelmsford MA 01824

Time: 6:30pm

Contact:

Melanie Kempton, President

21 Golden Cove Road
Chelmsford, MA 01824
978-866-9710 (cell)

978-256-0708 (home)

M el anie.kempton@yahoo.com
M el anie.kempton@fmr.com

EASTON
3 Thursday of the month

Next meeting: September 15,
2011

Where:

Address: 16 Belmont St (Rt 123)
South Easton

Time: 7:15 pm

Contact:

Peggy Flynn, President
133 Highland Street
South Easton, MA 02375
508-238-9678
pegay.flynn@comcast.net




